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2. SUMMARY: THIS CABLE REVZFWS Tii CAS OF PROFESSOR
BORiS WEiSFEZLER, AN AME?. ICAN CITIZEN WHO DiSAPP ~=R D ZN
J&BUARY, 1985, WHILE BACKPACKING iN SOUCI C"NTRAL CHILE.
A"TE?. OFF ?.ZNG A BASIC DESCRIPTION, TH CABLE DISCUSSES
THE EFFORTS Mr&E TO LOCATE PPOFESSOR WEZSFEILER, AS WELL
AS iciE JUDZCZAL AND INVESTIGATOR~ ASPECTS OF TH CASE.
i¹ORMATZON ONLY RECENTLY PECEZVED BY THE EMBASSY WOULD,i. CO¹ZRMED, THROW A WHOLE NEW LIGHT ON WEZSFEILER' S
DZSAPPEAP~CE. THIS Z¹ORMATION ZS CURRENTLY BEING
EVALUATED. SEPTEL WILL PFPORT FURTHER DEVELOPNENTS.

IN THE MEA¹ZME TH S TELEGRAM REMAINS VALID AS A
REPO?T ON EMBASSY ACTIONS TO DATE. END SUMNARY.

3 . BASIC DESCRIPTION O' THE. CASE: MR. BORZS W. I FEILER,
NATU?~IZED ANERICAN CITIZEN BORN IN THE SOVI T UNION,

PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS AT PENN STATE UNIVEPSZTY
TRAVELED TO CHILE ON DECEMBER 25, 1984 INTENDING TO
SPEND SEVERAL W KS IN A SOLITARY BACKPACKING .EX?EDITION
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ZN zHE MOUNTAINS ALONG THE ARGENTINE CHILEAN FRONTIER
ZN THE LOS ANGELES-CHILLAN AREA OF CHILE. WEIS.." ZLER HAD
PURCHASED A ROUND-TRIP TICKET TO RETURN TO THE UNZTED
STATES AND WAS CARRYING COPIES OF TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS OF
I .IS SECTION OF CHILE WHICH HE HAD OBTAINED IN THE
'BAITED STATES. ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM FRIENDS AND
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RELATIVES, WEIS-EILER WAS A HIGHLY EXPERIENCED BACKPACKER
AND .=:AD TAF. N SOLITARY BACKPACl'ING TRIPS ZN SPAIN AND

SKA ON ?REVZOUS OCCASIONS. H. ALSO R 'PORT DLY Yi?NAGED
TO ESCAPE FPOM THE SOVIET UNION iN 1975 BY WA KiNG OUT
Ov ~ R~ . P?Q SSOR. W"IS EiLER SPOKE LZTTL. S?BANISH.

ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY 0" TWO HOTEL EMPLOYEES
CONTAIN"D ZN A RE-ORT PREPARED BY CHIL~~ Nv ~ STIGATIQNS
POLICE, WEZSFEILER SPENT 1HF, ~a NING OF DECEMBER 26, 198
ZN HE HOTEL M»ISCAL ALCAZAR ZN THE CHILEAN CITY OF LOS
ANGELES, LOCATED APPROXZMAT LY 500 KZZ. OMETEPS -TQ THE SOU
Q SANTIAGO. ON JANUARY 3RD, 1'985 AROUND 1730 HOURS
WEZSFEZ'LEP. WAS PEPORTEDLY SEEN IN TH. NUBLE CANYON,
LOCATED ABOUT 125 KZLOMETERS AS zH CROW FLIES TQ THE
NORTHEAST OF THE CITY QF LOS MEASLES, BY A LOCAL RESIDEN
NAMED JOSE ~MZBAL LOPEZ BENAVZDES, ALSO KNOWN LQCArLLY
AS "CHECO. " COMMENT: EXACTLY HOW WEZS EIL R TP ELED
B TWEEN LOS ANGELES AND THE NUBLE CANYON, ASSUMZNG HE IN
FACT DID SPEND THE NIGHT IN LOS ANGELES, ZS UNCLE&&.
S:"v RAL POTENTIAL ROUT"S 'RE AVAI' ABLE, ON: O. W::T.CH
INVOLVES CROSSZNG THE CHZLEAZJ-ARGENTINE FRONTIER. EACH
PQTENTZAL ROUTE, HOWEVER, WOULD PRESENT DZFFICULTZES "VE
FOR AN .XPERiENC D BACKPACK P. . "ND COMMENT.

5. ACCOPDZNG TO T'.: T-ST MONY OF JOSE LOPEZ, .WEZSF ZLER
liE CONV:. RSED THROUGH SIGN LANGUAGE AND USING

W ZSFEIL R. 'S MINIMAL SPANISH CAPABZLZTZ"S, S' =RED FOOD,
ENT~r
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AND SPENT THE NIGHT TOGETHER ALONG WITH A THIRD P"RSON
WHO IS A SHEEPHERDER IN THE AREA. WEiSFEiLER SHOWED
LOPEZ VARIOUS ITEMS. INDICATING THAT H' WAS AN AM RICAN,

'AND OFFERED HZM A SMALL AMOUNT OF AMERICAN MON"Y, WHICH
LOPEZ STATED HE REFUSED WHEN HE NOTiCED THAT W"ISFEILER
WAS CARRYING LITTLE MONEY. ON THE MORNING OF JANUARY 4
ABOUT 0900 HQUP. S, LOPEZ AND THE SHEEP'. RDER, BY SOME
ACCOUNTS HELPED WEISFEILER CROSS FROM THE SOUTH TO THE
NORTH BANK OF THE NUBLE RIVER BY HORSEBACK AT A LOCATION
KNOWN AS "VALLE HERMOSO. " COMMENT: BECAUSE OF T .E
'riNS IN THE NUBLE RIVER, WE HAVE USED TH CONVENTION OF
REFERRING TO THE LEFT BANK OF THE RIVEP. AS SOUTH, AND. THE
P.IGHT BANK AS NORTH, AS VIEWED LOOKING DOWNSTREAM. ENDCOMME
LOPEZ STATED THAT HE TRIED TO INDICATE TO WEISFEILER
'HE LOCATION Q A CABLEWAY NORMALLY USED TO CROSS THE

' OS SAUCES TRIBUTARY QF THE NUBLE RIVER. , WHICH H WOULD

HAVE TQ CROSS IF HE TRAVELLED DOWNSTREAM ALONG THE NORTH
BANK VIA A PATH ON THE NORTH BANK OF THE NUBLE. THIS
?ATH ZS THE MAIN ONE USED TO ARRIVE AT SAN FABIAN DE
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ALICQ, FROM WHERE WEISFEILER HOPED TQ CATCH A REIN BUS
TQ A1'TIAGO, ACCORD NG TO TH TESTIMONY 0 JQS LOP- Z.

6. LUIS ALBERTO T OP Z B ~, TiiE BRQT:="R QF JOSE LOPEZ
7 ATER T.STiFIED T!4T ABOUT 1700 HOURS ON TH SP&i. DAY
0 JANUARY 4, 1985, H OBS RVEED AN INDIVIDUAL DRESSED ZN
NILiTARY-TYP CLOTHING AlvD W AP. ING A BACi;PACK WHO PASS-D
iN FPONT 0 HZS HOU =" GOING IN THE DIRECTION OF THE
EL RQBLE CARABI¹RO STATION. TH EL POBL CAR«DIN RQ
OLTPOST IS LOCATED IN TH NU-LE R1VER VALLEY 18 KILOMETE
NORTHWEST (THAT IS, DOWNSTR~t FROM TH" LQCATLON WFIERE
WEISFEILER REPORTEDLY Ci?OSSED TPE NUBLE ON HORSEBACK
WITH JOSE LOPEZ AND THE SF EPHERDER. Tn" EL ROBLE OUTPO

m4ttII!
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IS SITUATED SO AS TO PERMIT CONTROL OF ANYONE ATTEMPTING
TO ENTER OR EXIT CHILE BY MEANS OF THE SEVERAL FRONTIER
PASSES LOCATED ZN THE VICINITY. LUIS LOPEZ-TES'ZIFZ'ED
THAT SINCE HE THOUGHT THIS PERSON MIGHT BH SOMEO¹
CROSSING THE CHILEAN-ARGENTI¹ FRQNI'IER ILLEGALLY,
POSSIBLY AN EXTREMIST" AND SINCE HE ILIAD ORDERS TO
REPORT THE PRESENCE OF ALL STRANGERS ZN TH AREA
IMMEDIATELY TO THE CARABZNEROS, =HE SET OEF ON HORSEBACK
FOR TH EL RQBLE OUTPOST AND ARRIVED APPROXIMATELY 45
MINUTES LATER. LUIS LOPEZ CLAIMS NQT TQ HAVE CONVERSED
WITii THIS STRANGER, BUT LATER IDENTIFIED HIN AS WEISFEILE
FROM PHOTOGRAPHS. LUIS LOPEZ REPORTED THE PRESENCE OF
THE STRANGER TO THE COMMANDER OF THE EL ROBLE OUTPOST,
SARGEANO 2ND CLASS JORGE COFRE VEGA. FOLLOWING LOPEZ'S
REPORT-, THE CARABINERQS APPARENTLY SET QFF ON HORS BACK

IlttICI8-
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TO S.ARCH FO . THE STPANGER, EV N HOUGH THE REPORT D
O-. WEZSFEZLER DO)iN 1HE NUBLE RiVER VALLEv SHOULD
TAK:-N HIM DZREC i Y PAST 1HE Crier(B-NERO OUTPOST.

ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY QF SGT. COFPE T. E CAJ-'-DI¹ROS
W R. ASSISTED IN H R S ARCH BY A MILZ ARY PATROL FROM
AN L&J41Y R'GIM"NT BASED iN CQNCEPCION WHICH HAPPEN"D TO

PAGE 02 SANTZA 04667 02 OF 06 301706Z

BE iN THE AREA ON THE DAY OF JMIiARY 4, 1985. UIS
LOPEZ ZS TH LAST PERSON WHO REPORTEDLY SAW BORZS
WEZSFEZLER.

7. THE CARABZ¹ROS AND ARMY PATROL SE&ACHED THE NORTH
BANK OF rHE NUBLE RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARY THE LOS SAUCES
FROM THEIR OUTPOST TO A POINT SLIGi"TLY NORTH OF' TH"
CON: LUENCE Or THE TWO RIVERS WrkERE Ti(E CABLEWAY IS
LOCATED. THE SEARCH PARTY PFPQPTEDLY ENCOUNTERED
FQQTPR. INT(S) iN THE AREA BETW N r . CABLEWAY AND
RZVERS' CONFLUENCE. COURT TESTIMONY AN7) INTERVIEWS,
HOWEVER, HAVE PRODUC D DIFFERING &CCQUNTS CONCERN NG Tri
FOOTPi?ZNTS (SEE JUDICIAL SECTION). DESPZT- THE APPAR"NT
PRESENCE OF OOTPRINTS INDICATING TREAT SQM ON

APPROACHED THE CABLEWAv THEN DOUBLED BACK TO--ARD T --.

CQNF UENC OF THE NUBLE AND LQS S. UCES RIV P.S, NQ

SEARCH DOW¹TREAM FROM THE CONFL(ZENCE WAS MADE ON
JAlvdARY 4 1985 THE ASSISTANT ARMY ATTACHE WAS TOLD
THAT THZS WAS BECAUSE IT WAS ALMOST DARK WHEN Ti?E SEARCH
PARTY REACHED THE EDGE OF THE RiV. P. . RATHER, THiS WAS
POS PO¹D UN iL THE FOLLOWING DAY, JANUARY 5, 1985.
VARIQiZS SOURCES AGREE THAT THE WATERS QF THE LOS SAUCES
AND NUBLE RIVERS ARE SWIFT FLOWING IN THE PPESUM=D AREA
OF W. ISFEIL'R' S DISAPPEAPANCE, AND THAT ON THE PARTICULAR
DAY OF HZS DISAPPEARANCE THE WATER WAS HIGH ZN BO:H
RiVEPS. COMMENT: IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT DAY
LENGTH REACHES ITS Mr(KIMUM DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY
ZN CHILE. END COMMENT.

8. ON JANUARY 14TH OR 15TH, 1985, A BACKPACK LATER
CQ¹ZRMED TO CONTAIN ITEMS BELONGING TO BQRIS WEISF ILER
WAS RECOVERED. NEAR THE NUBLE RIVER (DRY OR WET, NORTH
Oi? SOUTH EDGE

COPPED

ENDING ON WHENCE ACCOUNT .YOU BELIEVE)
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APPROXIMATELY 1800 METEPS DOWNSTREAM FROM THE CON"LUENCE

~3%tin
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(SEE JUDICIAL SEC ZON) . NO BODY HAS EVEP. 3EEN FOKZ3.
ISFEiLER'S PASSPORT W4D HIS ? TiiRN PLANE TiC.' T TO

UNITED STATES APE YiiSSZNG ALONG WITH APPAREL uY
A SYiALL AMOUNT OF AYi RZCAN CUPR"NCY. .V N THOUGH A
CONSULAR OF ICEP. FIRST VISITED THE AREA ON JANUARY 24,
1985, "." APP»GENTLY WAS NQT INFORMED OF THF, P."COv»RY OF
'".E 3ACKPACK. ZN ADDITION, THE CH L"n& JUDG INITIALLY

ASSIGNED TO ZNV STIGATE TH CaSE WAS NOT NOTZFiED 0 Tii
»IN~iNG QF TH» BACKPACK' UNTIL TW NTY DAYS A F I~S
R PORTED DISCOV"RY, THA Z QN FEBRUARY 3 OR 4TH. ON
F.BRUARY 4TH, 1985, BQRZS W"ISF'ZL'R WAS DECLARED
P'R. SUM D DEAD BY THE COURT OF SAN FABIAN CHILE. ON
|4MCH 6TH, 1985, THE WEZSFEILER ZNQU". ST WAS TEMPG:=aRILY
CLOS D. ZN APRIL, 1985, ALL OF THE CHZLEAN CAPn:-Z¹ROS
S RVING AT HE EL ROBL OUTPOST-'C'AS"D TO SERV ZN

-'HE OUTPOST'S COMYiANDEP. , SGT. CO. R" V GA PETIP..D, WHILE
Tii ?EMAZNING MEMBERS WEPE TRANSP RR D TO POSITIONS IN
VARIOUS PARTS OF CHILE. SOMETZMiE DURING THE LATTER PART
0" 1986, LUIS ALBEPTO LOPEZ, ONE OF TiiE K Y WZTN. SS S
IN THE CASE, WAS FOUND DEAD, APPA ."NTLY iLANGZNG FROM
ON OF THE CABLES SUPPORTING TH CABL WAY NORMALLY USED
TO CROSS THE LOS SAUCES ZN TH. AREA WHER. BQRZS
WEISFEZi ER APPARENT Y DISAPPEARED. TH EXACT DATE
A»ND CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOP Z'S DEAP ARE NOT KNOWN TO THE.MB«SSY. ACCORDiNG TO A CARA3INEROS ZNv STZGATZON, H.
COMMZTT D SUICIDE 3"CAUS HiS GZi'i' FIEND LE T H M "OR
'NOTHER MAN. CAP~INEROS CLAiM i.H IR SOURCE WAS THE
GIRL'S MOTHER. THE OFFICIAL POSITION 0 CHIL AN
AUzHOP. ZTiES HAS BEEN AND REMAiNS T'iiAT 3OR.IS WEZSFEiLER

NN4
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AGS: CASC, CI, KPRP (W:"ZSFEIL.R, BORIS)
SUBJ" CT: R ViEW OF W/W CAS OF BORES W" ISF. IL R

MOST LIKELY DROW¹D WHiLE TRYiNG TO CROSS AT THE CON-
LU. NCE OF' THE NUBLE AND LOS SAUCES P.iV-PS. Td" CON-
LU NC" QF 'THE TWQ RZVEPS IS LOCATFD SOME 25 KZLOMET-RS

AS d CPOW FLiES FROM THE SOU:HERN BOUNDS R f QF Ti E
COLONIA DIGNZDAD, A CONTPO'vERSiALi PER FCTZONIST RELIGiOUS
COMMUNITY FOUI%3 D iN tHE .APLY 1960'S BY -MiGPKVTS ROM

GERMANY. A NUMBER OF PUBLISHED SOURCES ALLEGE ttLAT
P. OPL" HAVE BEFN HELD AGAINST THEIR WILL ZN THE COLONIA,
I3!D T'dAT COLONIA DIG¹DAD WAS USED AS A TORTUR C NTE'R

BY idE GOV"RNMENT 0 CHILE IN T E P'RIOD !973-1977. A
LOCAL RESiDFNT TOLD CONOFF ~&AT THE I'RESENCE OF THE
COLONIA iN THE ViC NITY TENDS TQ MAK" THE AREA SP CIALLY
SENSITIVE TO THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT.

9. td S~CH FOR PROFESSOR WEZSF ILER: ON JANUARY 21,
1985, G"¹RMI CLAUDZO CALDERON MOPAG OF Td" CHILEAN
C RABI¹POS NOTIFIED THE EMBASSY OF TH" DZSAPPE~&2J E
IN THE NUBLE CA¹ON OF A POSSIBLE AMERICAN CITIZEN.
A

VICE�

—CONSUL ARRIVED iN THE AREA ON JANUARY 24, 1985,
REQUESTED THE OPE¹NG OF A JUDICIAL INQUEST iN

COURT OF SAN FABIAN D- ALICO DURING THIS VISIT. ACCOPDING
CONFZ-D - NTZAL'

CQN ID~ZAL. , '..-:", '

PAGE 02 SANTZA 0-'667 03 OF 06 301707Z

0 A CARABINERO PEPORT OF JU¹ 3, 1986, THE EMBASSY WAS

NQTic I"D OF THE R COVERY OF WEISFEIL. R' S BACKPACK ON
JA?uiJARY 21 1985. CONOFF NOTES ARE NOT CLEAR ON EXACTLY
WHEN THIS INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED. A SECOND VZS T TO

AR A WAS MADE BY A CONSULAR OFFICER EBRUARY 11-12,
1985, UPON THE DZSCGVEPY OF A BODY THOUGHT ZNCORR'CTLY
TO BE THAT OF BORZS WFIS'FEILER. A NUMBER OF SEAPCH S
HAVE BEEN CARRZED OUT BY CHZLEANS ZN ADDITION TO THOSE
MENTIONED ABOVE. TWELVE VOLUNTEER FZR MEN FROM SAN
FABIAN DE ALICO SEARCHED THE BANKS OF -THE RIVER NUBLE
SOME 20 KILOMETERS DOWNSTR'AM FROM ZTS CON:LUENCE ON
JANUARY 19 1985. ON FEBRUARY 3RD 1985 A HELrCOPTEP.
ZNSPECTION OF THE AREA WAS MADE, AND QN THE 6TH AND 7TH
Q T. E SAME MONTH, NAVY FROGMEN SEARCHED THE NUBL' RIVER
FRO. I ZTS CONFLUENCE TO A POINT 3 KZLOMETEPS DOWNSTPEAM.
O J THE SAME DATE, THIRTY CARABINEROS SEARCHFD BOTH BANKS
QF THE NUBLE FROM ITS CONFLUENCE TO AN AREA DOWNSTR AM '

KNOWN AS LAS MEPCEDES. FiNALLY, QN PEBRUA?Y 19TH,

CHILEEZJ FIREMEN RETURNED TO THE AREA, INTERVIEWED
INDiVIDUALS ABOUT THE CASE, AND SEARCHED THE RIVER
3ANKS FOR 24 KILOMETERS DOWNSTREAM. TELEXES WERE SENT

!i4Pi'k~ijj Page: 6
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3Y CHILEAN AUEHOR TIES TO THE CRIMINAL COURTS OF
Qr-ZRZ='J CO-LEMU Pr?D CH LL~V TO DE. 3?Mil? ZF A DEAT I
QF AIWQh' FI TiNG W ISFEZL 3'S D SC? I?TiQN HLr0 BE"N
P ~ POR D. A STANDING ORDER WAS ALSO rSSUED TO R PORT
?HE APPEIrZzZCE 0F AZu-, UNIDENTIFIED 30DIES RESEMBi NG
W"ZS EILER. A Ti':IRD CONSULAR V SiT TO THE AREA 0"
D SA?PEAPANC WiAS M-'-D" ZN OCTOBER, 1965. «T THiS POINT,

1&rZMB P. OF Wi: N. SSES TO := CAS. WEP NT i?VIEW L',
LL AS TH LO '-' JUDG:- ORZG N rLY ASSIGN-D TO THE

CASE. COMM"NTr BY THiS Tili" TH uJDGE i:AD PETI?"D
.'-ND :riE CASE ELrrJ3 BEr.N TRANSFERRED TO THE SECOND C?.ZMiNAL
CON IDENT:rAL. r. ,

- -;~
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COURT OF SAN CARLOS END COMMENT O'HER PER-ONS
EL VZNG INFORMATION PERTZN-"NT TO T:E CASE W R. INT R-
VZEW D ZN TH SANTiAGO AREA.

10. A SE?iES OF DiPLOMATZC NOTES PAVE BEEN EXC ~GED QN
Ti:3 WEISFEiLEI? CASE. AFTEP. Ti:3 01?EGINAL NOTIFICATION
BY LETTEP. ON J&DIARY 21, 1985, .rJrID Tr'. "

FEBRUARY

4rH
DEC~ '=RATION BY THE CHZLEANS TPr . WEESFEiLEP. WAS MZSSiNG
AND PRESUMED DEAD, THE EMBASSY S ~ NT DIP OMAT C NOT"
=:.'18 "XPR"SSING lm~KS FOP. TH" "r 0RTS MADE TO LOC T"
WEiSFEiLER AND REQUESTiNG THE CONTZNUATZON OF SUCH
:-?FORTS. WHFN NO RFPLY i?AD 3EEN R"C iVED, THE EM3ASSY
SENr DiPLOMATZC NOTE =;:24 ON APRIL 8, 1985 PEQUESTZNG

REPLY TO OUR NOTE -, . 18, AS W LL A SPECZArLEF ORTS
TO OCAT. WEISF ZLER. ON APP. ZL 26, 1985 WE RECEiVED
CHILEAN NOTE =;;09225 IN REPLY. r=.IS NOTE ZNDZCAT"D 'THE

NATUR OF THE INFORMATION G VEN CHiLEAN AUTHOR. ZTZ-S
BY INDZVZDUALS IN. THE AREA QF WEISFEIL"R'S DISAPPEABANCE,
'ENCLUDING THr TWO' LOPEZ BPQTH RS, AJ?D P. 'COUNTED TH
VARIOUS SEAPCH EFFORTS WHICH HAD 3"EN \INDERTAKEN. QUR
NOTE re 3 8 OF MAY 15, 19 8 5 THANKED Tn" MI¹STRY OF FORE IGN
A- FAIRS FOR NOTE ri09226, Al?D ZNQUZP. D AS TO Wi?AT FUTURE
EFFORTS WEPE ENVISAGED. WHEN NQ REPLY- WAS'RECrEZVED, -

T.-E EM3ASSY SENT FOLLOW-UP NOTE =.':68 ON AUGUST 19, 1985
WrIZCH AGAIN ASKED WJAT ACTIONS P~ BE-N TAK N SINCE
APRIL, 1985 AND WHAT WAS CONTEMPLATED FOR THE FUTURE-

~r?ZS SECOND NOTE »ROM TH, &MBASSv (868) PRECIPITATED
TWO RESPONSES FROM THE CHILEAN Mi¹STPY OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS. ON SErPTEMBER 17, 1985 WE PECEIVED NOTE ri21298
WHICH REITERATED THE ACT QNS TAKEN ZN THE 5EAPCH :OR

?cger 7
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SUBJECT: PEVIEW OF W/W CASE QF BOR.ZS WEZSFEZLER

MR. WEiSFEZLER ~ND NOTIFIED US THAT ALL JUDICIAL
PROCE DINGS DZ) BEEN TPANSFERRED TO x S"COND CRiMZNAr
COURT OP SAN CARLOS, CHILE. ON 7 OCTOBER, 1985,
W" R CEZV"D A S"COND NQT" NUMBERED 22506 WHI'CH AGAiN
?BIT"P ATED THE EFc OPTS UNDERTAKEN, AND ArLSO INCLUDED A
LIST OF THE PERSONS QUESTIONED BY JUDICIAL A~r OP. ITIES.
NOTE 22506 STA ED TFZAT HER. HAD BEEN NO N"W DEVELO MENTS
IN TH CASE. ON D C"MBER 5, 1985 THE MBASSY S N NOTE
=;;87 CONC FLING THE FACTS AND CZRCUMSTANCES SiiPROUNDZNG
TH" CASE. ON JUN 3, 1986, CARABiNE'RO GEN"RAL TORRES
WROTE THE CONSUL GENERAL A SIX-?AGE R PORT ON THE POLICE
iNVESTIGATiON. ON AUGUST 18, 1986, AMBASSADOF. BONES
WAS GIVEN A COPY OF THE FOPEIGN MINISTRY'S FILE ON THE
Wr. ZSFEZLER CASE DURZNG A MEETING ZN WHICH H" DISCUSSED

CASE WITH CHILEAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN REr AT ONS
JAIM- DEL VALLE.

11. ON AUGUST 26 1986 TH EMBASSv SENT NOTE -"072
XPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR RECEIPT OF THE FOPFZGN

MINISTRY'S FZLE, AND POSING SIX SP CZFIC QUESTIONS
CONCERNING THE CASE. THE FOLLOWING AR="AS QP INQUIRY

PAGE 02 SANTIA 04667 04 0» 06 5.01708Z

WERE RAISED BY NOTE 0072: BY WHOM, WHEN AND WHERE WAS
WEZSFEILER'S BACKPACK FOUND; WH PE AND WHEN WERE THE
FOOTPRINTS SEEN, AND BY WHOM; WHAT DID THE BACKPACK
CONTAZN AT THE TIME OF ITS FINDING WHiCH ALLOWED ZT
TO BE ZDENTZFZ D AS BELONGING TO WEISFEILER; AT WrZAT

TIME DID WEISFEILER ARRIVE AND LEAVE THE HOTEL IN

Page: 8
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i OS ANGELES, AND FROM WHOM WAS THIS INFORYJ?TION
QBTAih-. D; SLY DID 'HE POLICE NOT REPOPT WFIS"EZ ER'S

I APPE&RANCE TO JUDICIAL A!JTHQRITiFS; AND FINALLY,
TH" CHZL AN EMBASSY IN WASHZNGTON, D. C. P. CEZ'vTED

I!x~FOPJ4ATION ABOUT T iE CASE FROM THE c OR" ICN MINZSTPY
DENLY' A T"R THE EMBASSY MAD INQUIRIES. Wi "N NO

Y::AD 3 -N P. C IV D BY THE HID OF ' 986 TO OLR
NOT" ;;072 OF A?JGUST, TH EMBASSY S NT NOTE al OF
JMv~v 6 1987 REQUESTING REPLY TO NOTE ~~072
Ob', APPiL 1, 1987, THE MINISTRY 'REPLZ"D Tlr&T INQUZ?Y FLAD

BEFN MADE OF THE MZNZS-RY OF INTE!?IOR. INTERIOR HAD
REPORTED &HAT "N W ZNV' STIGATZQNS CARRIED OUT iN REGAPM
TO TIHIS CASE &D?D SO FAR PROVEN PUITLESS " BUT :KkT
3QTH CARABZNEPOS AND THE PLAiNCLOTH S DET. CTZV. POLIC.
W RE UNDER ORD" R, IN TH CITY 0" SAN CMJOS AS WELL AS
OTHER LOCALrITZES 0- TH. REGION TO PEPQRT ANY N. W' DEVE OPM. NT THAT MIGHT HAV A BEAP. ING ZN THE C'SE. ON
APRIL 7, 1987, THE EMBASSY'S ASSISTANT ARMY ATTACHE
MET WITH THE CARABZNERO COLON"L IN CPD?RGE OF iNVESTIGATZN
T 3 CAS-" AND THE AMBASSADOR MET SEPARATELY WITH GENERAL
STANGE, THE DZP. .CTOR OF THE CAPABZ¹RQS. ON APRIL 13,
C~~&DZN:PO G hEPAL PORTZLLA S-NT THE ATTACH. AN OFFICIAL
LE T.R WHICH ADD!?ESS THE SIX QUESTIONS POSED BY OUR

UGUST, 1986 NOT AND REZTEPJ?TED BY TH ATTACHE.
T:iS DOCUMENT PPQVIDED NO NEW IN-ORMATZON, BUT ADDFD YET
ANOTHEP. LAY-R QF DFTAiLS ABOUT THE CAS , SOME QF WHICH
CONTPJ'DZCTED THOSE PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED BY CHILEAN
CGNF, ZDE~
COND. DEh T-ZAL ( - ". --'. 'w'

PAG. 03 SANTiA 04567 04 OF 05 301708Z

'UTHQi?ZTI"S.

.12 JUDICIAL AND' INV"STIGATORY ASPECTS OF THE CASE: A
NUMBER OF ASPECTS OF THE WEISFEILER CAS ARE PROB' EMATIC
THERE ARE CONT~~J31CTZONS ON SEVERAL POINTS BETWEEN THE
OFFICIAL TESTIMONY OF DZFFERFNT WITNESSES, AND WITH
INFORMATION OFFEPED PRIVATELY TO CONOFFS. . SOME:IMPORTAN
AV NUES WERE ¹VER EXPLORED IN TH ZNVESTIGATION. WHILE
&HE GOC'S EXPLANATION--PROBABLE DEATH BY DROWNING--CANNO
BE DISMiSSED, ZT IS CLEARLY ONLY 0¹OF THE POSSIBLE
EXvr ANA&ZONS &OR THE DZSAoPEARA?ICE OF PROFESSOR 3ORIS
WEISFEiLER. THE MOST IMPORTANT CONTRADICTIONS IN THE
INFOPMATION GA1H PED LIE IN THREE AREAS: 0¹,WH THER
OR NOT BORIS WEISFEILER ACTrJALLY TRAVELLED TO LOS ANGELE
AND SPENT THE NIGHT IN A HOTEL THERE; TWO, . WHO SAW TH
FOOTPRINTS, WHERE AND WH N; AND TZ!REE, WHO INITIALLY
-OUND &HE BACKPACK, WHERE WAS IT LOCATED, AND IN WHAT
CONDZTION. TH PE ARE A NUMBER OF LESS IMPORTANT AREAS
WHERE 'ZHE INFORMATION IS ALSO CONTRADICTORY.
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13. AiLTHQUGHIT IS CLAiMFD TZIAT BORIS W" I FEiLER STAY D

?HE EVENING ZN A LQS ANGELES HO EL, THE TWO P PSONS
w 0 PROVIDED PEGZSTRATZON INFORMATiON QN WEISFEILER W:. R
NQT ACTUALLY ZN THE HQT"L WHEN WEISFEZLER REGZST RFD,
MD DQ NOT CiLAIM TO HAVE PERSONALLY SEEN HZM. THE H AD
COOK OF THE HOT L, THE ONLY PERSON R"POPTED TO HAVE
S.EN W. ZSFEZLER «T TH HOTEL, AND TO HAVE RESPOND"D
(IN ENGLISH) TO WEZSFEILER'S TRAV. L QUESTIONS, MIS-
D"NTIF ED HIM AS HAViNG BLOND, RATIHER THAN BLACK HAIR.

WHiLE TH HOTEL ADMINISTRA ORS STATED THAT WEISFEILER
PAID HIS HOTEL BILL WITH HZS VISA CARD, NO RECORD 0
SUCH A CHAPGE HAS EVER APP~ED ON WEISFEZLEP. 'S ACCOUNT.

:tuNNN

CONF ZDENTI'AD -„:"„".' t (
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-".O. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: CASC, CI, KPPP (WEISFFiLER, BORIS)
SUBJECT: REVIEW QF-W/W CASE OF BORIS WEZSFEILER

14. THE TESTIMONY GIVEN BY SECOND SERGEANT CQFR. ON
31 JANUARY, 1985 INDICATES THAT A SINGLE FOOTPRINT WAS
FOUND ON THE EAST BANK OF THE LOS SAUCES DURING-THE. .

iNITIAL SEAPCH CONDUCTED THE EVENING QF JANUARY 4, 1985
iN INTERVIEWS, JOSE LOPEZ, INDICATED FIRST TZLAT ON
JANUARY 4, 1985 HE SAW FOOTPRINTS WHICH WENT TO T:=-E
CABLEWAY AND THEN DOUBLED BACK TOWARD THE CONFLU NCE OF
THE TWO RIVERS. LATER, LOPEZ CLAIMED THAT HE WAS UNABLE
TO LOCATE THE FOOTPRINTS THE FOLLOWING DAY. ANOTHEP.
SOURCE TOLD CONQFFS THAT LOPEZ TOLD HIM THAT ZN FACT HE
NEVER. SAW FOOTPRINTS BUT WAS PRESSURED BY CARABI¹POS T
TESTiFY TJAT HE DID. REPORTS FROM CARABZNEROS STATE
IHAT THE FOOTPRINTS WERE ALSO SEEN DURING THE MORE
EXTENSIVE SEARCH CONDUCTED BY CARABINEROS THE DAY OF
ZANUARY 5, 1985. THUS, ASIDE FROM THE CARABINEROS

Page: 10
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Z!v?TESTIGATING THE CASE, iT IS NOT CL~~R TPZAT THERE IS
ZNDEPEND'NT CONFIRYATIQN 0 TH. 'EXIST NCE OF THE
FOOTPRINTS. ' ON TH" OTHER HAND, h ITHER ZS THERE ANY
EViDENCE THAT WOULD SUGGEST OR CONFIRM THAT WEISFEILER
DZD NOT LEAV FOOTPRINTS SOMEWHERE AI,ONG THE NORTH BA?uK

x'. ,
'

- ',„'[„'~,W~+ s~~~R ~,~ WE ARE TO BELiEVE LOPEZ'S TESTIMONY

PAGE 02 SA?rTIA 04667 05 OF 06 301709Z

HE HFLPED WEISFEILER CROSS THE RIVEP. TO THE NORTH
BANK. OF COURSE, EVEN ZF FQOTPRZNTS HAD BEEN PHQTOGRAPHE
AND MEASURED, W" HAVE NO WAY OF 'KNOWING, IN THE ABSENCE
OF A BODY, WHETHER THEY MIGHT BE W"ISF ILER'S.

15. FiNALLY CONTRADICTIONS EXIST OVER WHO DISCOVERED
W ISFr.ZLER'S BACKPACK THE APRIL 1987 CARzvBZNEROS REPOR
SAYS THE BACKPACK WAS DISCOVERED ON JAIvUARY 14, 1985
BY ONE ArrDZNO CONTRERAS, WHILE FiSHZNG ZN THE NUBLE
RIVER (ON WHICH BANK IS UNSTATED). A S.COND ACCOUNT
STAT-S THAT THE PACK WAS FOUND ON THE NQP'TH BANK OF THE
Riv. R hJBLE. TH. CARABZ¹RO REPORT 0: JUN , 1986 STATES
T:-' T A C~'PINERO PATROL ENCOiJiiTERED THE PACK DURi
A SEARCH OPERATION ON THE NORTH BANK ON JANUARY 15, 1985.
SOME ACCOUNTS STATE THAT WEISFEILER'S PACK WAS CLOSED

DRY WHEN F'I?ST FOUND, OTHERS THAT THE PACK WAS OPEN
AND WHT, OR &rr?TZALLY IN THE WATER, WZz.d ZTS CONTENTS
STP EWN ABOU i THE RIVER BANK.

1". CERTAIN ZNV STIGATIVE LEADS WERE APPARENTLY ¹VER
FOLLOWED UP OP. O¹Y PURSUED LONG AFTER WEZSFEZLER'S
DISAPPEARANCE SO FAR AS WE CAN TELL NO ATT MPT WAS
MAD TO V"RZFY WEZSFEZLER'S PRESENCE IN LOS ANGELES WITH
SOURCES OUTSIDE OF THE HOTEL, NOR TO CHECK WZTH PARTIES
WHO MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SHED LIGHT ON THE ROUTE
TAKEN BY WEISFEZLER BETWEEN LOS ANGELES AND THE UPPER
REACHES OF THE NUBLE RZVER VALLEY. ASSISTANT ARMY
ATTACHE WAS TOLD BY CARABINEROS ON APRIL, 1987 THAT-

ZSFEILER TOOK A BUS FROM LOS ANGELES' TOWARD THE' NUBLE
VALLEY, HOWEVER. SECONDLY ALTHOUGH JOSE LOPEZ STATED
iN COURT TESTiMONY TZLAT A SECOND PERSON FROM THE AREA
SPENT THE EVENING OF JANUARY 3, 1985 WITH HIMSELF AND

WEISFEILER, THIS PERSON WAS NEVER ZNT RVrEWED ABOUT THE

rig"?, „,"

!CONFIDEhK'IAL':

PAGE 03 SANTIA 04667 05 OF. 06 301709Z

CASE. ¹ITHER WERE MEMBERS OF THE ARMY PATROL. WHO WERE
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IN TH AREA ON TH PRESUM"D DATE QF WEiSF ILER. 'S
DISAPPE'RANCE. FINALLY, THER" ARE A NUMB. R 0" INDICAT 0

HAT BOTH JOSE AZJD LUIS LOPEZ WERE UNDER' CONSZDEP&ALE
PRESSUR FROM THE CARABZNEPOS TO CONFZPJ4 THE OF ICIAL
STORY AND TO M~MIZE INDEPENDENT CONTACT WITH CONSU7~R
OFFICERS. THE) jWAS INITIALLY
PECEPwwVE TO APPP?OACHES FROM CONSULAR O~F CERE, AND N
FACT+ TO TH CONST~ = AF R

SHOPTLY TH"R"AFT"R,

HOW'VER, ABRUPTLY BROKE QFF ALL CONTACT WITH
THE CONSULATE Ala&A CONOFF WAg 'TOLD THROUGH AN iNTER-
MEDIARY TPZATf. g WAS "AFPRID" ~ RE. ZZN
IN CONTACT Wrier. THE EMBASSY-. THIS& J ZLAD

PPE'ViOUSLY BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL-'OF T -. CAPABIN=. ROS'
HANDLING OF THE CASE, AND INTIMATED TO A CONOFF H S
F ~ ELiNG THEAT THE CARADZN POS WER INVOLVED ZN WEZSF. ILER'
DISA~PEARAZJCE. A SECOND LOCAL SOURCE INTERVIEW D
TWICE ABOUT THE CASE STATED THAT T: ~ RE WAS A HEAVY
MZLITARv PRESENC ZN THE AREA DURING THE M(gg7HS OF
D C MB +, 1985 AND JANUARY, 1986, AND THAT(

INTIMATED TO HIM THAT HE SUSPECTED MILITARY
INVOLV:"MENT ZN W" ZSFEILEP. ' S DZSAPPE&v&KCE AT T=-. SAME
TIME THZS SOURCE DISCOUNTED TH- PQSS IBILZTv QF CQi O¹A
DIG¹DAD' S INVOLVEMENT. AN ARTICLE ON THE CASE WIHiCH
APPEARED ZN H" CHILEAN MAGAZZN" "A¹ALZSZS" ALLEG. S THAT
A RELIABLE SOUPCE TOLD TH M THAT "WHEN PROFESSOP.
WEZS ILER ATTEMPTED TO USE THE CABLEWAY HE WAS -0?CED
TO GZV. UP BY A GROUP OF SOLDIERS, WHQ ADVZS. D HIM NQT
TO CONTINUE ADVANCING. "

mriiN '
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TAGS: CASC, CI, KPPP (WEZSFEILER, BQRZS)
SUBJECT: FEVZEW OF W/W CAS OF BQRIS WEZSF ILER

17. THUS, NO SATISFACTORY ANSWER HAS YET BEEN GIVEN TO
THE QU STION OF WHY AN EXPERIFNCED BACKPACK R SUCH AS
W IS.EILER WOULD ATTEMPT A RIVER CROSSING ZN AN
03VZOUSLY DANG ?OUS PLACE WHEN H- APPARENTLY iiAD 3-EN
TOLD Q. A CABLEWAY'S EXISTENC" BY JOSE LOP Z. N Iz~. R
IS IT CLEAP. HOW WEIS BILE?. COULD «CAVE PASSED TH. EL
ROBLE CARABZ¹ROS STATION, AS W. LL AS THE AR A AROUND
T:E CABLEWAY, WHICH IS IN CLEAR SZGHT OF A HOUS
OWN D BY A LOCAL R"SIDENT NAMED MARCIAL SANDQVAL, WITHOU
EAViNG EVER BEEN OBS RV=D BY EITH"R ARTY.

18. DURING M~MC& 1985,~
~PREPARED AN ZSUEPENDENT DQCUM NT FQR

-THE EMBASSY WHI~o ALYZED THE CAS- ' -INDICA~ D
SEVEPAL POSSIBLE COUP. SES OF ACTION. QCONSZD R

iVE . POSSIBLE EXPLANATZONS FOR THE DISAPPEARAl~u = QF BORI
WEZSFEILFR: VOLUNTARY DZSAPPEA?~CE, KIDNAPPiNG, SUZCZD
DROWNING AND HOMICIDE. HE CONCLUDED THAT VOLUNTARY
DZSAPPEAPMCE, SUICIDE MuZ KIDNAPPING WERE UNLiK=-LY, THE
LATTER BECAUSE OF :::APPEARANC OF W ZSFE LER'S PACK.
WHI' E NOT DISCOUNTING DROWNING AB A POSSIBILITY,
CgPZ ZZ1ENTZAL -'.

CONFZDENTIAL,

PAGE 02 SANTZA 04667 06 Q-" 06 301710Z

~ STATED ~KT ZT WAS DIFFICUi T TO SQU~oE THIS
EXPLANAT~ WITH WEZSFEILER'S BACK COUNTRY EXPE..TISH,
HZS A?PE?ENT KNOWLEDGE OF THE CABLEWAY AND THE FAC THAT
HiS BODY HAS NEVER BEEN RECOVERED. (THE CARA3i¹?OS
CLAIM THERE ARE NUMEROUS UNDERTOW TER CAV ~IN W ZCH THE
3QDY COULD HAVE BEEN LODGED. ~ANALYSIS AND
LOCAL SOURCES, HOW" VER, INDICATED THAT I1 IS RARE THAT
BODIES OR PARTS OF BODIES DROW¹D IN THE RIVER HZVE NOT
RESURFACED WITHIN THREE WEEKS. ) AFTER DISCARDING
ROBBERY-RELATED HOMICIDE AS NOT CREDIBLE BECAUSE 0-". THE-
REAPPEARANCE OF THE PACK (ALTHOUGH NOT OF THE U. S.
CURRENCY) f +TURNED TQ THE POSSIBILITY 1='T
WEISFEILER WAS KILLED FOR UNKNOWN REASONS BY CAon&INEROS.
~ZS CONCLUSION WAS AS FOLLOWS: "THiS ZS THE ONLY
EXPLANATION WHICH TAKES ACCOU'NT=AT THE SAME TIME 0" THE
DISAPPEARANCE OF 1HE CADAVER AND THE DISCOVERY OF THE
?ULL PACK. . .THE PACK AND ITS CONTENTS HAVING BEEN
?LAC D IN THE LOCATION WFEPE THEY WERE FOUND ZN ORDER
TQ FEIGN AN ACCIDENTAL D ATH. " AT THE TIME H' PR'PARED
'-IS MEMORANDUM, ~ +HAS NOT IN
?OSSESSION OF THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE APPARENT
:XT NSIVE MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE AREA DURING THE TIME

(K[Nk8 Page: 13
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OF WEZSFEILER'S DISAPPEARANCE. THUS H DZD NQT CONSIDER
THE POSSIBILITY THAT MILITARY, RATHER THAN CARABZNERO
PERSONN L WEPE ZNVOLVt D N .WEZSFEILER'S DEATZH. COMMENT:
N !THER DID ~ Q HAVE AVAILABLE TQ HZM I¹QRMATION
RECENT Y RECEIVED BY THF EMBASSY WHICH WOULD, IF CON-
FIRMED, SUPPOPT A DIFFERENT CONCLUSION. THIS INFORMATION
iS CURRENTLY BEING EVALUATED . END COMMENT.
ANALYSIS OF THE CASE WAS POUCHED TO THE DEPARTM NT.

19. ONLY VERY RECENTLY, THE "MBASSY RECEIVED N W

INFORMATION ON THE WEISFEZLER CASE WHICH, ZF IT STANDS

FZBZZUK4Z, '3-T.-„:"-"

PAGE 03 SANTZA 04667 06 O' 06 301710Z

UP TO SCRUTiNY, WOULD THROW A WHOLE ¹W LZGHT ON THE
CAS", - AND CALL INTO QUESTION A SUBSTANTIAL POFTZON OF
THE ZNFOP~TION PPEVZOUSLY RECEIVED AND PEPOPTED CON-
CERNING WEISFEZLER'S DISAPPEARANCE. SEPTEL WILL REPORT
ON T:ZS DEV=LOPM NT. BARNES

NNhN
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